
Canada
Start-Up Visa Programme Summary

Canada is a G7 country with one of the world’s best 
performing economies over the past decade. Canada 
offers a cosmopolitan, family-friendly lifestyle, with several 
world-class cities that provide well diversified business 
environments, vibrant social scenes and a wealth of cultural 
events.

Canada has an excellent education system with numerous 
private schools and elite universities, including three in the 
world’s top 50 as ranked by QS World University Rankings® 
2023. Five of the world’s top 100 business schools are also in 
Canada.

Geographically speaking, the country offers incredible 
natural beauty, including oceanic coastlines, immense 
forests, rugged mountains, vast prairies and pristine 
beaches. As the world’s second largest country, it is also rich 
in natural resources, including the world’s second largest oil 
reserves and fourth largest supply of fresh water.

Canada Overview

The Start-Up Visa (SUV) Programme connects Canadian 
business organizations with immigrant entrepreneurs who 
have the skills and potential to build information technology 
and innovative businesses in Canada.

The SUV is a fast, cost effective and reliable immigration 
stream into Canada that provides Permanent Residency 
(PR) from day one. Unlike other business immigration paths, 
the PR status is not tied to the success of the business.

Under the Venture Capital Fund and Angel Investors Group 
offerings the client becomes a 10% owner of the new 
start-up business and is required to partake in incubation 
training and general management meetings where they 
will provide their advice and expertise - the client will not be 
required to perform the day to day operations. 

Start-Up Visa Programme

The SUV programme takes approximately 18 to 24 months 
to process and the client and family receive PR upon arrival. 
However, for those wanting to arrive sooner, it is possible 
to apply for a work visa and relocate to Canada within 
approximately three to six months.

The client and family can live anywhere in Canada other 
than the province of Quebec. They will also have a 10-year 
membership with the angel group which provides excellent 
networking and access to additional investments in start-
up businesses. 

The cost of the SUV is lower than the popular Quebec 
Immigrant Investor Programme and also has much quicker 
processing times assuring clients are able to promptly 
settle in Canada.

Considerations

• CAD $325,000 into a Venture Capital Fund
• CAD $290,000 in an Angel Investors Group (accredited

investors only)
• CAD $250,000 in an Angel Investors Group

Further requirements for all three options:

• Be accepted by a “authorized designated-organization”
• Basic proficiency in English or French (CLB 5 or greater)
• Cannot be inadmissible to Canada for medical, security or

criminality reasons
• Two plus years of post-secondary education (preferred)
• Business ownership or management experience

(preferred)

Investment Options

Canadian residents are taxed at the federal and provincial 
levels on their worldwide income. Non-residents are taxed 
on Canadian-sourced income and on gains from the 
disposition of taxable Canadian property. An individual is 
resident in Canada if he/she resides there or is ordinarily 
resident in Canada. A non-resident individual will be 
deemed to have been resident in Canada if he/she spends 
at least 183 days in Canada in a calendar year.

Provincial income tax rates are determined separately and 
added to federal rates. Capital gains taxes are levied, but at 
a reduction of fifty percent of capital gains, less allowable 
capital losses and are included in the income being taxed 
at the individual’s applicable rate.

Taxations

As the main applicant, you must own a qualifying business. 
You can add your spouse as a dependant. Like you, they 
must be over 18 years of age, gain security clearance, 
and pass a medical examination. You can also include 
dependant, unmarried children under 22 who need to gain 
security clearance and pass the medical exam too.

Qualifying Dependants



• Citizens enjoy visa-free travel to 177 countries
• Exceptional standard of living

• Access to free universal healthcare

• Rich in natural resources

• Excellent educational opportunities with numerous
private schools and elite universities

• Remarkable natural beauty, clean environment and a
very safe place to raise a family

Summary of Key Advantages

Application Process (18-24 Months)

Step 1

Step 2

Step 3

Pass initial Due Diligence.

Sign Client Agreement and remit initial 
payment. 

Business Concept Design. Consultation with
Designated Organization (DO) and pairing
with founder and 2-3 other applicants. 

The second payment is due.

Training to obtain certificate from DO. 

Step 4 Obtain Letter of Support from Venture 
Capital Fund or Angel Investors Group and 
third payment is due.

Step 5 File preparation and documentation
collection.

File submission to Immigration, Refugees
and Citizenship Canada (IRCC).

Optional application for special work permit.

Step 6 Issuance of Federal file number and fourth 
payment is due. Medical and security 
verfication.

Permanent resident visa issuance.

Step 7 Upon landing in Canada, obtain PR card.

While Permanent Residency (PR) is provided from day one, 
it is necessary to reside in Canada for 730 days (two years) 
within a five-year period to uphold the PR status.

Investors and their family members are eligible to apply for 
citizenship if they live in Canada, while holding PR status, 
for three out of the five years (1,095 days) preceding the 
citizenship application, have an adequate knowledge of 
English and/or French and have no criminal record.

Residency and Citizenship



Canada
Visa-Free List

*Visa on Arrival | **eVisa  |  ***Visa Required

List of Countries – 177

• Afghanistan***
• Albania
• Algeria***
• Andorra
• Angola
• Antigua and Barbuda
• Argentina
• Armenia*
• Australia**
• Austria
• Azerbaijan**
• Bahamas
• Bahrain*
• Bangladesh*
• Barbados
• Belarus
• Belgium
• Belize
• Benin**
• Bhutan**
• Bolivia
• Bosnia and Herzegovina
• Botswana
• Brazil
• Brunei
• Bulgaria
• Burkina Faso*
• Burundi*
• Cambodia*
• Cameroon**
• Cape Verde
• Central African Republic***
• Chad***
• Chile
• China***
• Colombia
• Comoros*
• Congo***
• Costa Rica
• Croatia
• Cuba**
• Cyprus
• Czech Republic
• Denmark
• Djibouti*
• Dominica
• Dominican Republic
• DR Congo**
• Ecuador
• Egypt***
• El Salvador

• Equatorial Guinea**
• Eritrea***
• Estonia
• Ethiopia*
• Fiji
• Finland
• France
• Gabon**
• Gambia
• Georgia
• Germany
• Ghana***
• Greece
• Grenada
• Guatemala
• Guinea**
• Guinea-Bissau*
• Guyana
• Haiti
• Honduras
• Hong Kong
• Hungary
• Iceland
• India**
• Indonesia*
• Iran***
• Iraq*
• Ireland
• Israel
• Italy
• Ivory Coast**
• Jamaica
• Japan
• Jordan*
• Kazakhstan
• Kenya**
• Kiribati
• Kosovo
• Kuwait*
• Kyrgyzstan
• Laos*
• Latvia
• Lebanon*
• Lesotho
• Liberia***
• Libya**
• Liechtenstein
• Lithuania
• Luxembourg
• Macao
• Madagascar*

• Malawi
• Malaysia
• Maldives*
• Mali***
• Malta
• Marshall Islands*
• Mauritania*
• Mauritius
• Mexico
• Micronesia
• Moldova
• Monaco
• Mongolia
• Montenegro
• Morocco
• Mozambique
• Myanmar**
• Namibia
• Nauru***
• Nepal*
• Netherlands
• New Zealand**
• Nicaragua
• Niger***
• Nigeria**
• North Korea***
• North Macedonia
• Norway
• Oman*
• Pakistan**
• Palau*
• Palestine
• Panama
• Papua New Guinea**
• Paraguay
• Peru
• Philippines
• Poland
• Portugal
• Qatar*
• Romania
• Russia***
• Rwanda
• Saint Kitts and Nevis
• Saint Lucia
• Saint Vincent and the

Grenadines
• Samoa*
• San Marino
• Sao Tome and Principe
• Saudi Arabia*

• Senegal
• Serbia
• Seychelles
• Sierra Leone*
• Singapore
• Slovakia
• Slovenia
• Solomon Islands*
• Somalia*
• South Africa
• South Korea
• South Sudan**
• Spain
• Sri Lanka**
• Sudan***
• Suriname***
• Swaziland
• Sweden
• Switzerland
• Syria**
• Taiwan
• Tajikistan
• Tanzania*
• Thailand
• Timor-Leste*
• Togo**
• Tonga*
• Trinidad and Tobago
• Tunisia
• Turkey
• Turkmenistan***
• Tuvalu*
• Uganda**
• Ukraine
• United Arab Emirates
• United Kingdom
• United States
• Uruguay
• Uzbekistan
• Vanuatu
• Vatican
• Venezuela***
• Vietnam**
• Yemen***
• Zambia
• Zimbabwe*

mcinvestmentmigration.com


